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SUSPENSION OF PENSIONS. 

LETTER 

THOM 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 

TnANSMITTITTG 

The information required hy a resolution of the House of Representa¬ 
tives of the 9th instant, in relation to the suspension of the allowance 
of pensions under the act of 7th June, 1832. 

January 13, 1835. 
Read, and laid upon the table. 

War Department, January 12, 1835. 

Sir : In conformity with a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 9th instant, I have the honor to enclose copies of two letters ad¬ 
dressed to the Commissioner of Pensions on the subject referred to in 
the resolution. 

It will be observed that the latter of these letters is somewhat differ¬ 
ent in its tenor from, and supersedes the former. The reason of this 
variance is to be found in the fact that, at the time the first letter was 
written, the precise decision of the court, together with the grounds of 
it, had been incorrectly communicated to this department: when these 
became known, the subsequent instructions, framed to meet the difficulty, 
were transmitted to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

It is proper to remark that the operations of the Pension Office, under 
the act of June 7, 1832, so far as respects the examination of claims, are 
not suspended. Cases submitted are taken up and examined as before ; 
if found inadmissible, the grounds of objection are communicated to the 
parties ; but if, under other circumstances, the evidence would be suffi¬ 
cient to support the claim, the Commissioner will suspend its final allow¬ 
ance until a decision of the Supreme Court, or until Congress shall think 
fit to legislate upon the subject. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS. 
Hon. John Bell, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
[Gales & Seaton, print.] 
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War Department, 

Pension Office, January 10, 1835. 

Sir : In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 9th instant, requiring the Secretary of War to communicate to the 
House “ a copy of any order given by him to the Commissioner of Pen¬ 
sions, directing the suspension of the allowance of pensions under the 
act of the 7th of June, 1832,” I have the honor to enclose, herewith, 
copies of two orders, one of which is dated on the 26th ultimo, and the 
other on the 3d instant. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Hon. Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of War. 

J. L. EDWARDS, 
Corner of Pensions. 

War Department, December 26, 1834. 

Sir : During the last term of the circuit court of the United States 
for the district of Kentucky, an opinion was intimated by the court that 
an indictment for perjury, founded upon the falsehood of a deposition 
taken before any functionary deriving his authority from the State Go¬ 
vernments, could not be maintained in the courts of the United States. 
This decision, which it is not my purpose to question, has a most im¬ 
portant bearing upon the duties with which you are entrusted, and it 
becomes indispensable to provide against its consequences. The prin¬ 
cipal security against fraud and imposition, in the adjustment of pension 
claims, is the punishment of perjury and forgery; and consequently no 
evidence should be received unless taken under such circumstances as 
would subject the deponent to punishment, if it should be established 
that he had sworn to a falsehood. During the pendency of the appeal, 
by which the decision above alluded to has been brought before the 
Supreme Court, no pension should be allowed where the material proof 
of the claim consists of evidence taken before the State authorities. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS 
J. L. Edwards, Esq., 

Commissioner of Pensions. 

War Department, January 3, 1835. 

Sir : During the last term of the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of Kentucky, a case occurred under the act of the 5th July* 
1832, “to provide for liquidating and paying certain claims of the State 
of Virginia,” in which the judges were divided in opinion on the ques- 
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tion whether an indictment for perjury, founded on the falsehood of a 
deposition in support of a claim under the act referred to, taken before 
a State officer, could be maintained in the courts of the United States, 
there being no provision in the act expressly authorizing the use of such 
depositions. This case has been removed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and the question involved in it will be argued at the ap¬ 
proaching term. As a similar question may arise under the act of June 
7, 1832, it becomes indispensable to provide against the consequences of 
a decision confirming the doubts expressed in the case referred to. The 
principal security against fraud and imposition in the adjustment of pen¬ 
sion claims is the punishment of perjury and forgery ; and consequently 
no evidence should be received unless taken under such circumstances 
as would subject the deponent to punishment, if it should be established 
that he had sworn to a falsehood. During the pendency of the appeal 
before the Supreme Court, no pension should be allowed under the act 
of June 7, 1832, or in any other case where the material proof of the 
claim consists of evidence taken before the State authorities, unless 
Congress shall have authorized the proof to be so taken. 

The provisions of this letter will supersede those contained in my 
communication of the 26th ultimo. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS. 
J. L. Edwards, Esq., 

Commissioner of Pensions. 



9 

'! ; uy‘- ■■ ■; 'a - ' )[;' .7 

■ P’j-W* H /*■?• r, o:< : 1: ; /■/. irodo 1 , n- <; ;;it' <u liordc-r; 
• ■;'(! r>h.;b 

'* ' • .V '-•> '■ V;-. i... i'; ■■ ’I- y’O. 1 j G!<■ illi noli; V-j” ft ; hJ qjv 

0?U ■ : Lx ::r: ; ' 9tfi) o> o:,--.-:rm-ff99f! c i. orfn ;-m j Sijgoo > 
< ■ ' i-'iv/ •: ni dv-i /■.-.si ir-i> ■ up :>dj un,: ,:y.; ->j {, y'ub 

x‘iLfru ; ■ ii fp 'jsUmieb 
1 *'• Pfl - o apqgiJ li ■ &m< o '' . . 
Pti'i ij':-' ' i - :; akluof, : JI! ••' no; • yb 

-f«>q. m noi)t«o<jjcw bn^ bp/siHeaiegs ^iwose J»qi?ah 
'{■■ ■" ■ ' -r : ■ • .•■ ■ : . I; . • 

pi 

- 

* ■ ,bo< . o.. ■ ■ 9 : 

t ••••> d ff 01 r. ■■run <H to polit y 

, ■ ■ ■ I j ^6 11 - 

•!; - -j: Hit/ fjJtuI siii) 'So anoiaiyaiq 9a|* 
. bU ;’p:b :is lO ;?oir-'-k': 

r .j, .? 

■ . 

,J '.T. 

f .snuKy>;:i v> . • . /;<«. : 

i 

; i 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-11-10T08:18:47-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




